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at. Strength and to affert your Freedom. 


To the ran and. Fars-HoL- 
DERS, of the Cirv of DUBLILV. 


but precarious and inſecure, who does not know 
ſomething of- the Conſtitution of - his Country, 
lo every Man, who would ſecure thele Bleſſings to him- 
ſelf, to his Neighbour and to Poſterity, ſhou a firſt e- 
quip himſelf with the Knowledge of the Principles of that 
Policy or Government, under which he lives, or of which 
he is a Member; as the beſt Shield to ward againſt the 
Abuſe of Power, and the Incroachments from the Great, 


\ . every Man's Life, Liberty and Property, a are 


to which, from the Corruption and Degeneracy ot hu- 


man Nature, the inferior Members of Society are con- 
ſtantly expoſed. 

 $iNcE the Bulk of the CITIZENS of Dublin want 
but this Branch of uſeful Knowledge, to make them vie 
with; nay, out-thine all the Cities of theſe Kingdoms, in 
exerting the Spirit of LIBERTY, by Force and Fraud, 
too long ſuppreſſed among them, the chief, the ſole Con- 
reſt among us, MY BELOVED, MY HONORED 
BRETHR 


When theſe are fully known, your ſteady: Virtue cannot 
fail in reſtraining the one and ſupporting the ot ber by 
proper Mears and Bounds, The Standard of Liberty muſt 


then be raiſed, i your City, and it can never be in the 


Power of Tyraimy or Artifice te pull it down, while ſuch 
Numbers of well diſciplined. FREEMEN are, voluntari- 
ly, inliſted under the GLORIOUS BANNER. 


IT would be well for Sur Camuſe, as well, as for me, 


that ſome Body better qualified for this extenſive and im- 


portant Undertaking, would put a Hand to ĩt. But, tho 


I ſhould ever be ready. to —_ my Charge to ſuch an 


one, yet till h6 des appear, at t rd 2 expoſing 


mine own Weakneſs, I muſt ieee to manife Four 
The SUbfet it 


| ERIN 5 ſelf muſt, in a great Meafure, infpire the. meaneſt Capa- 
LS ES N cy! ; abit ſuch are, a8 . mult oper ſupport 7 
S 1 


2 


EN, ſhould be; w ſhould firſt lay the Con- 
ſtitution of our Country open to our View, and explain 
the Powers and Prerogatives of thoſe iuiruſted to Govern, | 
and the Freedom and Privileges of thoſe to be governed. 
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Fo! 


W that n to do you Right, however weak he may 


prove in the Attempt. --- With this Aſſurance, | venture 
to procede. 


AT the Creation, Man was formed a rational and free 


| Agent. GOD preſcribed no ſpecific Form of Govern- 


ment. And, eonſequently, truſted the Inſtitution of Po- 


| | - licy, or civil Society, to Man, whom he had endued with' 


rational, 4 may ſay, God-like Faculties; and whom he in- 
truſted with the abſolute Dominion of all the terreſtrial 


Creation. 


Brok x the 17 given by GOD, chro- Moſes, to the 
Jews, none other was known to Man, but that, which 


was Interwoven with his very Being, the Law of Nature 


or Reaſon \, which may well be called the GREAT O 


' RIGINAL LAW. 


Ix this State all Men are perfectly Free, equal and Inde- 


pendent : Having, as in one Family, a Common Right to 


all the Goods of the Univerſe, 

Evsay Man, in this State, has an uncontrolable Liber- 
ty, to diſpoſe of his Perſon ur Poſſeffions; but not to 
deſtroy, debaſe or abuſe himſelf, nor any of the Crea- 


| tures in his Poſſeffion; nor to anoy any Creature whatſo- 
ever; except for ſome more wiſe and noble End, than its 


bare Preſervation. Hence, no Man's Will, alone, can 


authoriſe him to injure any Part of the Creation, and 


much leſs to prejudice any Fellow- Creature, in his Life, 5 
Health, Liberty, Property or Poſſeſſions. ; 
Tao* this Great Law of Reaſon, as every Man, char f 


fairly conſults it, muſt perceive, farbids every 1 endency to 


Evil, and diretts and enjoyns every Individual, to do, 
ſtrietly and religiouſly, the Duties f his Sphere, in Life, 
to his CREATOR, to his Neighbaur and to himſelf, 

yet it has not'been found ſufficient to reftrain the Diſor-. 
ders, to which, the whole Society was liable to be expp- 


fed, by the irregularity of any one refractory Member. 


For, as the Law itſelf might be but little known, or un- 
derſtood, by ſome 8 and as little regarded by o- 


thers, no certain, tem ral Puniſhments at tending the p 5 
Breaches thereof; ſo, Life, Liberty and Property, became 
. of tictle Value, till means do defend: them, 


to 
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to. abtghn Satisfaction, and to revenge Injuries and Da- 
mages done them, were aſcertained and eſtabliſhed. 
Tnus, as the ill bounded, or ill directed Paſſions of 
Man, impelled him to commit Violences, and to make 
Breaches in the Law of Nature, the inſtituting human 
Laus, upon the Foundation of che great Original Law, 
and to aſcertain and Support it, became indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary. And this for Strength, and mutual Preſervation 
and Security, naturally prompted Men to run together 
into Societies, and to conſtitute Rules and Forms of Go- 
vernment, as the only ure means of obtaining and ſecur- 
ing that, which is the great end of civil“ Society, the well 

being of the whole Community. 5 

Hance, all Nations of the World form'd, and enter- 

ed into, fone Scheme of civil Government ; ; and fram- 

ed or ſubmitted to Laws, as the beſt bond 'of Society. 

And tho? . all Men be, by Nature, free, equal and inde- 

| pendent, and are not to be put out of Nis Eftate, with- .” 7 


1 greeable to the Law of Nature, as before obſerved .; yet,. 
it was found neceſſary, for the common good of all, that 


. :, every. Individual ſhould join, and form one CO En © | 
<3; or Body Pohtic ; and by throwing his private Stock of. 


ne Body and Power, into the Hands of a certain regular 
Scciety, as ſo much Treaſure in a joint Stock or Fund in 
Trade, to be laid out for the joint Benefit and Support of 
the whole Community, and to be diſpenſed, in ſuch Man- 
ner and Proportion, to every Member, as the Society, 
or Body Politic, ſhould, from time to time, judge fit and 


expedien:; always making the good of the whole the prin- 3 


cipal and unalterable Rule and Motive of all their Actions. 
In this Aſſociation commenced' the viſible, original 
C.mpaed, between Man and Man; by which every Indivi- 

qual is bound, under the ſtricteſt Obligations, mutuall 
to love and ſucchbr each other; and all become ſubject 
to the juſt and free Determinations of the Majority. 
Hence the VOICE of the PEOPLE \ was ever eſteemed , 


3 


SACRED. x | 


by this C om pabꝭ, the following Requiſites, to civil 5 
Society, w were obtained: Ent, a known, ga iſhed . Law, 4 
as 


dut their own Conſent, and then, no further, than is a- 


5 
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4: the 8 Standard of 2955 ond Wrong, and 
the common Meaſure for deciding all Controverſies be- 
tween, Party, and Party. Secondly, a known, indiffe. ent 
Judge, with Authority to determine all-Diffcrences, ac; 
JF cording to the known, Law. And, thirdly, 4 Power 
. ſupport the judicial Sentence, and to carry 1 into eri | 
on, or Execution | 
From theſe Principles, and, for theſe) lakcetions; and 
for none other, were Civil Societies and Governments 
firſt inſtituted. For, as GOD, in his ſuperabundant 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, muſt have turmſhed his Creatures 
with all things neceſſary ſor their Wellbeing on Earth, 
and as he preſcribed no poſitive, or ſpecific Form of. 
| Government, which yet became abſolutely neceſſary for 
ſupporting and maintaining Society, free from Contuſion- 
and Diſorder, ſo, it is plain, rhat the actual Formation: 
of Political or Civil Society, as Clay in the Hands of a 
WM Potter, was left entirely to Man; in whofe Mind, with 
BM other rational Faculties, the Primary Matter or Prin- 
3 ciples of Government were implanted ; in like manner, 
as the Primary Matter of the moſt uſeful Metals is laid 
deep in the Bowels of the Earth, ſo embodied with Stones, 
and other foreign Subſtances, that it is not to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from Stone, Earth, or uſeleſs Droſs, till it is ſe- 
parated and refined. But neceſſity. put Man upon Inven- 
| tion ; ſo that, by Art and Induſtry, thoſe Metals came 
if tote ſeperated and refined, from the groſs Maſſes of rude 
Matter, with which they were mixed and combined, and 
to have their Rates, Values and Uſes, in Lite, aſſigned 
| and aſcertained. I his, as well, as Civil Society or Go- 
vernment, may, not improperly, be looked on, as a Se- 
condary Formation of theſe Creatures, by the Art of Man. 
| .lr cannot be, here, material, to us, to conſider what 
Policy, or what Kinds or Forms of Government were 
inſtituted, by any other People, than thoſe of our MO- 
| THER NATION, BRIT AIN , whoſe Laws and Pri- 
vileges were granted to' this Kingdom, upon the Eſtab - 
liſhment of the firſt Britiſb Adventurers in it, and con- 
firmed for ever, by ſeveral ſubſequent Acts of Parlia. 
ment; as, in the _ will appear. I ſhall, therefore, 
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Euaien, and Laws, they Rule Slaves, by Arbitrary Forge 
Es SERVANT of the State! 


n_praforuting this Subjed, bs 1 my ſelf within theſe 


Bounds, except where, for Compariſon, it ray be ne- 
ceſſary to make a ſhort Digreſſion. 
THro' there is no Record, fo antient, as 2s to ſhew, when 


the Britanic Conſtitution commenced, which is an un- 
doubted Proof of its Antiquity, yet it muſt have had 


its Origine and Progreſs, like other Societies. It is enough 


for me to obſerve, that it is now univerſally allow d, and 
thank GOD, undeniable, that Our Government tons 


founded, on the Principles of Liberty, by A WIS E. 
A FREE, andA BRAVE PEOPLE. And, 
that no Part or Member of the State has, or can, juſtly 

or lawfully, exerciſe any Power, or Authority, but what 
& derived from, and held in truſt for, THE PEOPLE; 
who are the confeſſed Origine, or Spring of the SOVE- 


3 


REIGN POWER, which, for the eafter and better Diſ- 


Joint Hands of three Eſtates, ſo framed and atiempered, as 
to be Checks, the one upon the other ;, THE KING, 


LORDS AND COMMONS, IN PARLIA- 
MENT ASSEMBLED; Which conſtitute the 


GREAT CORPORATION, or BODY PO- 
LI IC, of the Nation. This will appear the moſt 
wiſe, the moſt equal, the moſt juſt; the moſt perfect 
Form of Government, that now ſubſiſts upon this Globe. 


þ penſe ation and Enecution, THEY have committed into the 


A glorious Conſtitution ! In which, all the Parts are tree 


in their allotted Stations ! all are Members of the moſt 


happy Community, and Servants, one of another! E. ven 
the firſt and great Eftate, the KING, tho? far greater than 


any of the known Monarchs of the Earth, in this, that 


HE GOVERNS FREE MEN, by their own 


and Violence; yet is he but the FIRST and GRE. 


Give me leave, to enter into a more particular detail 
of the Beauty, Strength and Excellency of this Conſtitu- 

tion. Which I muſt, however, do but briefly, as well, 
for your ſake, as mine own : For to go minutely into 
this great and copious Subject, and treat expresfly on eve- 
ry * is not oP Oy my "IO but beyond 
the 


v- 


PR 


I» ns uy gan gy oi 


6 


+ 


the Scope of my Leifure ; for many Volumes could not 
contain the Diſquiſition. Lmuſt, therefore, content my- 
elf, with touching, conciſely, upon the Original, Eſſen- 
dual Principles of our Conſtitutiqn, and then upon our 
Government, in general. In Which the great Oyigina! 
| Contratt between the People and the Leg ſlature wilt ap- 
pear, and that none of the three Eſtates can mcroach upon 


* 
7 


F 


_ «the Powers, Bahn or Privileges, of the other, nor an 
of them ſeperately, nor all of them jointly, can invade 
| "thoſe of the People, without dilfolving the Original Con- 


tract and reducing the whole Con litution to Confuſion 
and Diſorder, of to a State of Nature. Whence it will 
follow, that it is the indiſpenſable Duty of every Inqivi- 
dual, not only, to ſecure his own Portion of Liberty and 
Rights, but, upon all Occaſions, to caſt in his Mite, to 


- ſecure that of his Neighbour; and in general, to preſerve 
that Freedom and Independencę of all the Parts, and that 
juſt Ballance of Power, between the three Eſtates, that 


«muſt always be necefJary to the very being gf gur Go- 
vernment. JJ ĩðxVD»„M 9 

I this I ſhall continue LOCK, COKE and ACHER- 
LEY, Writers of the moſt approved Authority, for my 
Principal Guides; that our Antagoniſts may not be able 


| to Chargeuswith introdycing any tnovation. —_ 
IO R our Annals cannot ſhew a Point of Time, 
»in which Parliaments, in ſome Form or other, did net 


Exiſt, yet, it muſt be confeſſed, that prior to the Eſta» 
blithment of rhat great Aſſembly, the Wile Men, whe 
planned our Form of Government, mult have laid dows 
certain eſſential Principles of the Conſtitution, never to 


de diminiſhed, or varied, by any Power, or on any 


Pretenes wihatioevers, oo oo 

I muſt be utterly inconſiſtent with all juſt Notions 
of true Policy, to ſuppoſe the Contrary. CES 
Fon tho' Man was left in @ State of Liberty, yet, 


he could not Pervert it to a State of Licentiouſne;s. He 
is, in all Cafes, reſtrained by the Great Original Low, 
from doing Evil to himſelf, or to his Fellows, and“, 
indeed to all Parts of the Creation, as has been befo 
obſerved ſo that it is plain, that no Man cat give 
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Delegare more Power 10 any Perfon, chan he himfelf . 
actually | 


Poſſeſſes. 
Tuis muſt have been had in View, _ our wiſe 


Anceſtors formed the great Corporation. of the Nation. 


They muſt then have ſaid to their R epreſcntatives, thus 


far ſpall your Powers extend, and no far ther. And there- 
fore, Previous to the inveſting any Man, or Body. of 


Men, with a ſovereign, or legiſlative Power, the ne | 
being the ORIGINAL, ESSENTIAL PRIN- 


CIPLES of our Conſtitution, - were founded and: Eſ- 


tabliſhed, as the common inviolable BIRTH RIG H . 


the INDEFEAZABLE. HEREDITARY PRIVI- 


 LEGES of the People, - 
1. Tua the Life, Liberty and Pre operty of every bs | 


At f Perſon, whether high or low, Kich or Poor, be 


equal) H Prbteted and ſecured, together with a Genti al 
Freedom in Trade % all, 

II. TAT 10 U dividual may ſuffer, in bis Perſon, 
Liberty or Property, in any Degree, ar by any other M ans, 
than by Laws, made and promulga ed, for the common 
good of the Society, to "which be bas given, or ſpall give 


his Aſſent, by his . Repreſentatives, 55 Neighbours "and 


bis Equals being bis Judges 


III. Taar Juddice an Law may Be freely, equal: 7 


and publicly Aadmmſpred to all ; and net denied, ſold 
or delayed, 10 any. 


IV. Tnar every 3 may Defend bis —— 
his Liberty and his Property, from all Injuries and 


Wrongs; and oppoſe and proſecute ary Man whatſoe- 
ver, that ſpall offer, give, or Cauſe to be given, any man- 


ner of Offence, Injury or I, Tongs till he obtains $ ccurity | 


and Sati Faction. 


V. Tar in Caſe of a Perſon's being Robbed of his 
Life, or of his Property, the Son and Heir, or Brother, | 


and Heir of the Per ſor ſo Robbed of bis Life, being the 


Party grieved, or the Perſon ſo Robbed of bis f 
may have a Suit or Aion of Revenge, by way of Appeal; 
in which the Offender ſhall be liable to be puniſhed with. 
Death, without Power or Authority in any Perſou what- 
 faver,'to interrupt the Profecution, or to Pardon, or remit 


the 


20 KC „ Yao wo odds Ae os woos” bs. 
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Ithe Offence, or to 22 The Eutin Se the Pro- 


ſecutor alone. 

VI. Tuar no Man's Dis may be. put in Jeopardy, | 
y being Obliged to Stand i rial, more than. once, Ee one 
and the- Jame Crime; except upon Appeal. ; 

VII. Trar 10 Han may have an Ind. Neeb r 
unalienable hereditary, Right in, or to Lands : It being 
Impoſſible to make ear Perpetual and ' ymmitable, 
which the great Author of Nature has decreed Vari. 
able and Jransferalle. 

Tuos did the Wil. Jom add; Virtue of our Fore-fa- 
| thers greatly Provide for the Happineſs and Glory of 
their Iſſue making the abſolute Safety of their Lives, 
the Independence and Security of their Liberty, Property, 
Freedom in Trade, and other common natural Rights, not 
only the UNAL TERABLE BASIS of che Ca- 
vil Constitution, but the Evident Cauſe and Intent of its 
Inſtitution. 

Tris great Foundation | being laid, andthe general Socies 

having. become too numerous, to aſſemble and Com- 
pleat the Intended Superſtructure, it was found requiſite 
to inſtitute a New Form of Government, or to appoint 
a ſmaller, more regular Society, or Body Politic, to 
repreſent the whole, and to inveſt it with all the Powers 
of the People, at Large, to Provide for fature'Emer- 

encies, by new Laws, by Leagues, by Arms, &. 

heſe Powers were Veſted in the PARLY AMEN I 
or three Efates of KING, LORDS: and COM- 


MCNS, joyntly, not ſeverally | ; and inſuperabiy circum- 
n- ſcriled, by theſe FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES, 
; and by the ORIGINAL . CONTRACT, between the 


PEOPLE and the LEGISLAT URE. 80 that, 
tho? the Parliament may, and ought to do all things 


ment, Illuſtration, and Confi rmation of this Cinfiituion ; 3 


va, y, much leſs, Violate or Abrogate theſe Eſſenti al, 

inberent Principles of our Conſtitution, without Murder- 
ing the Parent that gave it Birth and id See the aun. 
. on which. it Stands. : 


| neceſſary for, or tending to the Preſervation, Improve- | 


yet it cannot, in any manner, or Degree, invade or 


6 | 
Tuts will appear more Plain and Evident, has JF 


more particularly explain the Inſtitution of the Three = 


fates, which I muſt Poſt-pone to the next T9108 
Now, YOU SONS OF LIBERT UST 


| JUDGES | before whom Innocence and Virtue = no 
more dread to Suffer, than Guilt and Vice hope to eſ- 
cape, with lmpunity :; Permit your accuſed Servant to 


Appeal to that great and upright 1ribunal, on whoſe 
Sentence, alone, depends his Happineſs or Miſerv. we 
As I cannot be at Enmity with any Man, who is not 


an Enemy to Mankind, and to himſelf ; ſo, I Preſume, 


that there is no Man, ſo much my Enemy, as not to 


deſire, | ſhould rather Stand acquitted; of any Crimes 


lid to my Charge, than Condemned, before him. 
I do not think it Incumbent on me, to Plead to any 
Accuſations laid in the Dark, by Perſons unknown, a- 


gainſt me. Let my Accuſers come openly, Face to. 
Face, as our Law Directs, and when the full Weight 


of their Teftimony appears, I ſhall ever be ready to an- 


ſwer to the Charge: Till then, I muſt beg this com- 
mon Piece of Juſtice of the Public, in general, that they 


| will not accuſe me on ſpurious, falle, or on any Evi- 
. dence, unheared. 


Ir this be Granted anonymous Writers, and Shanderers, 


| thoſe worſtat Pirates, will be treated with juſt Contempt ; 
and Difdain.---The Man, who Corrects me, is my Friend, 


I may fay, yours too. But none but a Fool or a Knave 
can attempt to Stab him in the Dark, whoſe Sole Aim 


and Ambition is to ſerve the Public 


Tur Dirt thrown by ſuch Reptiles, can Sully thoſe 


alone who meddle 1 them, otherwiſe it muſt all fall 


back again, upon their own congenial Heads, Therefore, 
keep Clear of them. 

Mr only Schcitude, at preſent, is for Ge Delicate, 
tender Minds among you, who are moved by the artful 


e Aggravations of certain deſigning Men, to Cenſure mie, 


for my laſt Addreſs, as if 1 had, therein, attempted to 
exalt myſelf upon the Ruins of the Character of ano- . 
ther. -If my r could not Prevent my being 
guilty of ſo baſe a Vice, as this, my Pride would certain 
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| - ly keep me from Stooping fo low.—-I am . Senſible, 


| pr he cannot be Worthy of your Favor, who wants 
4 Fol N 


I think, I find it univerſally allowed, that every 
Means of informing the Judgrnents of the Citizens, in 
their Choice of a Repreſentative, ought to be tried. 
Some Body, then, ought to have done what-I did, and 
_ finee no body elſe would, it became as much my Duty, 
as that of any other Perſon whatſoever; and the rather 
mine, becauſe I promiſed you, in my firſt Addreſs, that 
I ſhould poſſitively fulfill that part of every Citzen s 


Duty, to J Slip no opportunity of conveying tuch Trut:s 
to your lt ars, as may be conducive to your Fre:dom and 


_ Wealth. ] ſubmit it to your Conſideration, whether the 
laſt was ſuch, or not, upon the Principles of our Policy. 


Bur 1 hope all Cavillers at this, will be Silent, when 


ey reflect, that, before the Gentleman in Queſtion, 


eclared himſelf a Candidate, or, to uſe his own Wor 


| before he had Ibe Requejt of jeveral, and the Encourage- 


ment of many, of his Fellow Citizens, unleſs he Means 
the Aldermen, only, to offer himſelf a Candidate; be 
knew, that thoſe Yruths would be Told, by a Perfon 


. who never Regards whether, or whom, Truth pleaſes or 
diſpleaſes. And if hie did not, which he neither can, 


nor, I am ſure, will pretend to deny, it muſt be the 
Fault of one of his own Corps, alone: Becauſe I o- 
penly declared to an Alderman, before 1 had any thoughts 


of Standing Candidate, that if the Board of Aldermen 
ſhould preſume to ſet up one of themſelves, or their A- 


#:0ns, for the Place of a Repreſentative, I would ex- 


poſe all the Perfidy, Fraud, Corruption, and Uſurpati- 


ons of the Board, further than ever, to the public View, 


and bring their own favourite Fournal, their Monday 
Book, to Prove the Facts, from the Year one thouſand 
fix hundred and fifty eight, to the preſent. That a 
for the Ald:rman, he then Spoke of, as a Candidate, 
if he were ſet up, 1 Told him, that he muſt expect cs 


See the Black Hiſtery of the Years, one thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ten, to one thouſand ſeven hundred ard four- 
teen, revived, and deſired he would Tell the intended 
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Candidate ſo, from me; becauſe Head They alone, pune 
then, be anſwerable for the Conſequences. Now, l aſk, 


at whoſe Door does the Blame of telling this Truth F all? 5 W 
IT is ſaid, and feared, by fome, that it was not Prog. + + P 
dent, by which they mean Polztic, in me, to touch upon || 
that Subject. ---When Policy comes in Competition with pl 
Morality, or Self- Intereſt wih the Public, to which are ce 
We to attend? . ſk your own Honeſt Hearts. Tou 3 
cannot heſitate in adhering to, and declaring for, the lat- th 
ter. This, then, have I done, and muſt always Stea- re 
dily Purſue. I can only ſay, that 1 ſhall never, know- . ſe 
ingly, or deſignedly, Advance any falſhood, but ſhall | ©! 
always endeavor to Speak Truth, with chat Boldneſs 1 
and Freedom that becomes a e et which F acts 3 
or Declaiations, no Man, worthy of your Reg, can CE 
poſſibly, be offended. N 
I Trovcnr to have concluded before now: e 5 tl 
I moſt heartily wiſh it were poſlible for me, to lay /elf | 
| aſide, in all my Addreſſes to you. If it be not fo, you th 
muſt blame thoſe that are the Occaſion of it, ſince I de- JL 
clare'it is far from my choice or defire. - {c 
Turi HIGH MIGHTINESSES, our Ner- Gar- 2 2 
ſerip t Fathers, at the Board of Aldermen, are greatly Ni 
offended, by telling Truth. No wonder, indeed, fince. 
by that their Intereſt muſt ever fall, at the ſame time tl 
that yours muſt Riſe by it! They have now made their el 
Intereſt and yours incompatible, the diametrical reverſe | 8 
of each other; both cannot therefore Stand together; they, I tl 
or you, muſt Fall. Strange! that Men, whoſe Houſes, tt 
are made of Glaſs, ſhould begin to throw Stones! But. W 
they are now reduced to their laſt Shifts. They know, _ d. 
that if they cannot return ſome of themſelves, or their 53 
Friends, to repreſent them, not hu, in Parliament, they | © 
muſt ſoon be undone ; and, if they ſhould ſucceed, that th 
you are undone, by cheir Uſurpations being confirmed, C. 
or Cloaked, till, by length of time, the) obtain the 3 
Sanction of Laws al 
_ "Troven all the Creatuers and Tools * theſe Mock - © 
Patentates, or theſe Green Bills who Caw and Gape for 18 
che Places that ill-gotren Power, of Uſurpation has Ec 


put ſe 


put into. the Giſt of thele yk al ſhould Gm 
ſpire with their rude Cries to Drown my Voice, or 
with their tainted Breaths to Blaſt me, I muſt tell one 
Piece more of Modern Aldermanic Hiſtory: 1 hope 
no good Man can be offended, that I cannot in Com- 
1 to theſe, or any other Men in Power, give up, or 
ceaſe to aſſert Truth, Fuſtice, and Liberty, in any Inſtance. 
Scr the Spirit of Liberty has ſo gloriouſly animated 
the generality of the Citizens, as to determine them to 
revive the Freedom of Electi ns, and to chuſe a Repre- 
ſenrative for his Perſonal Merit, not tor his Acquiſitions 
of Fortune, or venal Titles, or Station, I thought it an 
Honor to cooperate with my Free F ellow- Citizens, and, 
| therefore, inſtead of private Sollicitation, inſtead = = 
chainbering or influencing the Electors, by the ordinary 
Methods of Time-ſervers, I choſe to preſent my felt to 
the ſeveral Corporations, in their public Halls. = 
My Intent, in this public Application, was to bring 
the Election, and the Merits of the Candidates, under 
Juſt Deliberation, in the general Aſſemblies, ' That the 
ſeveral Perſons to be repreſented may be enabled, to ele 
a Repreſentative, from Ja(t Pringples 1 3 to make a real, 
not a nominal, Election. 

Foz this purpoſe, I 8 all the Corparations, 
that have aſſembled publicly; ſince the Vacancy; and 
endeavoured to lay before them, a Sketch of the antient . 
State of our Forefathers, in this Kingdom, who had all 
the Rights, Liberties, Privileges and Immunities, toge- 
ther with the Benefit of all the Laws of England, as 
well Common as Statute, and a Free and Indepen- 
dant Parliament granted, confirmed and eſtabliſhed to 
this Country, for hem: Of the great Happineſs aud Ex- 
cellency of the Conſtitution : Of the Decays thereof and 
the Breaches made therein: Of the Cauſe of theſe: De- 
cays and Breaches : Of the Means of reſtoring the Con- 
ſtitution, or preſerving the Remnant left us: Of the 
antient Conſtitution of this City : Of its Strength and 
Excellency : Of its preſent wretched State, and of the 
Slavery of the Citizens: Of the Cauſes of this Wretch- 
edneſs and Slavery; and the Means of reſtori ng and pre- 
— the Sn and the Rights of the abuſed - 


22 and 
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and EPO, Members. 1 mA to ſhew, that all 
the Evils- attending us, aroſe from corrupting, ſubvert- 
ing, or proſtituting Elections, in general; that no Na- 
uon or City utterly loſſed their Freedom, till Men got 
imo the public Offices by Bribery and Corruption, or by 
ſiniſter Influence ; that the Liberty of no People could 
poſſibly be ſecure where theſe vile Practiſes prevailed; 
and that loſſed Liberty, could not be regained, till Free- 
dom in Elections was reſtored and eſtabliſhed. From 
theſe Poſitions I drew the natural inferrences and the 
Qualifications of a fit Repreſentative, in the 3 
critical Conjuncture, and declared, that my Zeal for the 
Cauſe prompted me to offer wy felt to their Service; 
On Tueſday laſt, I waited upon the Guild of Mer- 
chants. | was not a little ſurprized to find The chief 
. Magiſtrate, the Head of the great Body Politic of the Ci- 
ty, and his Bretbren and Council, the Board of Aldermen, 
ſeated at the Table, with all the Enſigns of Magiſtracy. 
It was the firſt Inſtance I had known of the Head and 
chief Members of the great Society, interfering or mixing 
with one of the inferior. And 1 muſt confeſs, it did not 
a little diſconcert me. For I could not wichout a ſeem- 
ing Indignity to MY LORD M AYOR, addreſs | - 
the Majter of the 3 nor could I, withour an 
abſolute Offence to the Maſter, and to the Corporation, 
which he there tepreſented and preſided in, Addreſs the 
chief Magiſtrate. In this Dilemma, I reſolved to do 
what appeared leaſt evil, and therefore, regardleſs of the 
Maſter's being thus eclypſed, by the Power and Pomp of 


the chief Magiſtracy, | ventured to Addreſs him. 


After making ſome Apology for the Diſadvantages, 
under which 1 muſt have appeared, to ſo judicious an + 
Aſſembly, after the two Candidates who had juſt addreſ- 
ſed them, I proceded, as far, as I was permitted, in 
the Courſe and Order before laid down. I had no ſoon- 
er touched upon the Incroachments, made upon the 
public Liberties, even ſo early as the Reign of Rithard* « 
the third, by the Board of Aldermen, than their preſent 
worthy Succeſſors, to prove their Legitimacy, or at leaſt 
to ſhew they had adopted the Spirit of their good Pre- 
deceſſors, Kindled into Wrath and indignation. Voie 
Olce 


(ng): 
Voice being tollerably loud, tho? not cunefull, drowned: 
many rude Sneers and Snubs. Bur as ſoon as I touched 
upon the New-Rules, and the Grievances, the | yranies 
practiſed. under the Sanction, or Color of theſe legal. 
Shackles, by the Board, the Fury of Faction buiſt forth, like . 
a Tortent upon me, and then the Conteſt was which of the 
Reverend Board of Aldermen ſhauld be Loudeſt in Su p- 
preſſing the Cries of Truub and Liberty. But fo much 
of the antient Athenian or Roman Spirit of Liberty, ap- 
peared in the C'tizens, that Compoſe that great Cor- 
ae. that FaZion was hiſſed and ſilenced, and hear 
2 hear him ! hear him rung thro? all the Hall; 
but the Countenance of fo great, ſo free, o | 
> an Aſſembly could have ſupported me, under ſuch 
a Conflict, tho I was no Stranger to abuſe and every 
kind of Oppoſition, from that Quarter, 
You may judge, that amidſt ſuch Interruption, fach 
Clamor, it was not eaſy for a Perſon, who had no con- 


certed, or Written Speech, to Me.) with any Regu- | 
25 the Thread « his Diſcourſe. 
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as 9 intellcly. 1a in every . FO was 
ſtill interrupted and inſulted, by theſe, Gentlemen, till 
they, at length, forced the Maſter to quit the Chair. 
But ſo great was the Majority of the Free and Jude 
pendent Brethren, and ſuch their Spirit, that he was 
obliged to refume the Chair, aud to hear me come to 
- Concluſion, as well, as the. Hurry and Warmth I 
muſt-have been put into, would permit. The Aldermas - 
that gave ene moſt Oppoſition, partiy gained his Point, 
for I did. not touch upon the Blue-Coat-Hoſpizal ; in 
which it would have appeared that he is, contrary. to the 
Charter; a Tenant to that Corporation, and if he hag ac: 
. lately Paid it, owes upwards of C 50 00. 
« Daus much 1 thought neceſſary to inform you, in 
[ eneral. Let more ame Ren Sive you the- ; 
: articulars. 


Ir muſt ſurely be mk. your enquity, why theſe 
Gentlemen Rage in this Manner? Why they ſhould 


Aſſemble n ren In this formidable n hone: 


1 16 1 
the Election of: a Maſter for that Corporation, the Re- 5 
gularity and Validity of which, they would, in an other 
Court, preſume to judge of; and the Election of a 
Member, to ſerve this City in Parkament) were to be in 
contemplation ? Why this utter Averſion to clearing u me © 
State ob the City? 4 the fear, that any but an Alder- 
man, or a Creature of their ill- gotten and abuſed Pow- 
er, ſhould be returned to ſerve in Parliament? Why 
does tlie ds be, the Characters of Tyrants gall theſe 
. Reverend Sages ? For if there be no 1yrants in the City, 
theſe Characters are but imaginary, and therefore ſnould 
give none, but thoſe who are confeious of Guilt, Of- 
tence. The caſe is, while the Alder men can lay out the 
City Revenues, in defending and ſupporting their Tyranies 
and Uſurpatious, as they did in the late Sar, when the 
Commons were obliged to have recourſe to Begging, to 
Support the Cauſe, they can keep us long enough at 
391 to get all their Ahuſes and l neroachments confirm--' 
ed. But they know, that if any Perſon be choſen, who 
eam lay your Grievances before the Parliament, properly, 
their Power muſt ſoon be at an End, their Grandeur fall, 
and conſequently, your Strength and Freedom be reſtored. 
” For my Part, their ſtorming; and raging no more affe&s 
me, than the ſwelling of an inraged I oad, whoſe Venom 
falls upon its own Bowels. If 1 could wiſh to ſilence 
them and their Impotent Writers, it would be only to 
ſuppreſs, or mortify my Pride; becauſe ſuch Oppoſition 
and abuſe may poſſibly, "cho? inſenſibly, make me think 
my ſelf of greater Conſequence than I really am: For 
nothing can raiſe my Pride more, than being the Object 
of the hatred, Indignation and Envy of all bad Men, ex- 
cept your Regard and Approbation. And ſince both are 
to be obtained by the ſame Means, to wit, aſſerting fruib, 
Juſtice and Liberty, you may depend uren the Steady as 
. Perſeverance of, = 
MY MUCH HONOR ED BRETHREN 
: AND FRIENDS, So 


7 our * fincerely affectionate 


Brother and Fellow-Citizen, ' .. Ms 
Dubs, Sept. ö 1 mo devoted Bas I 


i-th 1748. c. LUCAS. 


